Parts of the Atom

· Elements are made up of atoms.  Each atom has two kinds of charges…except hydrogen.   There are positive charges and negative charges.  Specific parts of the atom have positive charges and specific parts have negative charges.  

· Protons have positive (+) charges and electrons have negative (-) charges.  Neutrons have no charge …they are neutral. An atom has the same number of protons as electrons.  Example:  if an atom has 6 protons, it also has 6 electrons.  Therefore, opposite charges balance each other and the whole atom has no charge. 

· In an atom the number of protons and electrons is the same as the Atomic Number.  For an atom with an atomic number of 7, this means that there are also 7 protons and 7 electrons.

· There is one other method used for describing atoms.  This method uses the number of neutrons and protons.  The number of neutrons and protons in an atom is called its Atomic Mass.  Each proton and neutron is given a weight of one.  

