Waves

Concepts:

1) Friction between the wind and water produce waves.

2) Waves are responsible for land erosion.

Friction occurs between the wind and the water producing a rhythmic pattern called a wave.  In the movement of a wave, the water itself is not carried forward. 

Directions of Waves:

Each particle of water tends to move in a circle, as it is lifted, it is carried forward slightly, drops and returns to where it started.

Waves have two parts:

a) crest

b) trough

The height of the wave expressed in feet, cannot be any higher than one-half the velocity of the wind expressed in miles per hour.

The greater the wind and the greater the distance over which it travels, the higher the waves will be.

Surf:  waves which roll ashore and dissolve with a loud noise.

White caps: are caused when strong winds push the water off the tops of waves.

Breaker: wave that reaches the shore, but its trough hits the bottom first, causing the crest to fall forward.

