Rocky Shore: Index Organisms
Index Organisms:  Organisms that determine a certain zone 

                               of shoreline.

Rough periwinkle:  (Littorina saxatilis) Found in the splash or 

upper tidal zone.  These are often grey-brown or whitish and 

each has a shell with a sharply pointed apex.  They graze on 

cyanobacteria.  The eggs brood inside the shell and offspring 

emerge ready to live on their own.  

Common periwinkle: (Littorina obturata) Found on rocks or in 

tide pools in upper and middle intertidal zone.  It has a 

shell with a flattened apex.  They were introduced to the 

United States and Europe in the 1800's.  They scrape algae 

off the rocks with their radula.  Boiled common periwinkles 

are eaten in English pubs.

Smooth periwinkle: (Littorina littorea) Found in the middle 

and lower tidal zones.  They have smooth, sometimes thick 

shells that occur in many colors.  At low tide they are 

attached by mucous secretion to seaweed.  It lives in an 

environment with little extremes.

