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	Origin
	Rain formed as the earth cooled, filling low-lying areas.
	Volcanoes released the water trapped in rock.  This water filled low-lying areas.



	Age
	The age of the ocean is the same age as the continents, which is 4.5 billion years.
	The oldest known part of the ocean floor is only about 200 million years old.

	Nature of the floor
	The floor of the oceans is like that of the continents, only lower.  The deep floor is very flat.
	The crust under the ocean is much thinner than the crust under the continents.  It is made of different minerals.  Earth’s tallest mountains are located on the deep ocean floor.

‘

	Stability
	Shallow seas may be formed by land rising or sinking, but the deep ocean is a permanent feature of the earth.
	New ocean floor is constantly forming at the mid-ocean ridges.  Old floor is disappearing at the edges of crustal plates.  Trenches form where the floor is sliding between the plates.


