Canada’s Ocean Act

Canada’s Territorial Sea extends from Canada’s low water mark along the coast out to 12 nautical miles.  Within this zone, Canada may exercise full rights and responsibilities.  

The Contiguous Zone extends 12 nautical miles from the outer edge of the Territorial Sea.  In this zone, Canada may act to prevent the commission of offences in Canada relating to customs, sanitary, fiscal, and immigration laws and apply those laws where offences have occurred in Canadian territory.

The Exclusive Economic Zone extends 200 nautical miles from the low water mark.  Canada may exercise its rights and responsibilities with respect to the exploration and exploitation of living and non-living resources of waters, subsoil and seabed.  It also provides Canada with the responsibility and jurisdiction to protect the marine environment, to regulate scientific research and to control offshore installations and structures.

