Hot Vents in the Sea

In the very deep parts of the ocean, live creatures that thrive at temperatures of 250 degrees Celsius and at pressures 260 times the pressure found at the earth’s surface.  Some of these eat sulfur.  Others, like feathered worms, feed on these sulfur-eaters and can be 3.5 metres long.  Giant clams and crabs can live there. These hot vents are found where new sea floor is forming.

In 1979, Alvin (deep sea vehicle), was diving in the east Pacific Ocean and found vents, where hot water rises through the ocean floor.

Vents are formed by seawater moving through cracks in the earth’s crust.  The water s heated by magma that has worked its way into the crust.  The water becomes extremely hot and can dissolve minerals.

