Atlantic Fishery
The Atlantic Coast fishery operates mainly within the 200 nautical mile limit from the Bay of Fundy to the Hudson Strait.  
There are two major sectors: inshore and offshore.  

The inshore fishery consists of about 3000 small vessels from settlements scattered along the coast. operates from May to September and harvests lobster and cod, for example.

The offshore fishery operates year round.  The major catches are: cod, herring and scallops.  Quotas and licences control the amount of fish caught.  The large vessels (more than 50 tons) work out of the large ports in Quebec and the Atlantic Provinces.  The inshore fishermen want their area protected from larger vessels.

Fishing Methods
Hand lining and Jigging: are two of the oldest forms of fishing and are still used by many inshore fishermen on the Atlantic Coast.

Hand lining:  uses a line to which a weight and baited hooks are attached.

Jigging:  operations involve the use of lure-like hooks attached 

to a line, which are "jigged" or moved up and down in a series of short movements in the water at the level where fish are present.  The motion attracts the fish, which are hooked as they move close to the lures.  

Jigging machines work by use of hydraulic motors.

Weir Fishing:  is used where tides make other methods useless.  

Rigid poles are driven into the mud bottom in a heart-shaped pattern.  

The fish follow the lines of poles to the weir, where they become 

disoriented and swim "in circles".  The ends of the purse seine are 

pulled together tightly and the fish are scooped out.

Gill Nets:  are used to trap species likes salmon, smelt and gaspereau.  Net openings catch the fish and hold them by their gills. Nets are weighted to the bottom or float free.

