	
	  
	SOME FACTS ABOUT THE OCEAN 

· The average depth of the ocean is - 12,000 feet (approximately two miles) – equivalent to almost ten (10) Empire State Buildings stacked one on top of the other. 

· The Marianas Trench in the South Pacific is 36,000 feet deep and is the deepest place in the ocean. It is over 6, 000 feet deeper than Mt. Everest is tall. 

· Pressure increases by one atmosphere for every 33 feet in depth. We experience one atmosphere at sea level, or 14.7 pounds per square inch (psi). At 12,000 feet depth the pressure is 364 atmospheres (5274 psi). By example, the tires on one’s car are inflated to about 32 psi. 

· Slightly more than seventy percent (70%) of the Earth’s surface is covered by water.
· Humans have photographed more of the moon’s surface than they have the ocean floor. 

The water on earth is 97% seawater.

Of  this seawater, 50% is found in the Pacific Ocean.
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Background



The earth is often called "the water planet".  This is because 71% of its surface is covered 

by water.  On earth, water is three times more common than all other substances combined.



Earth's Water



The water on earth is 97% seawater.

Of this seawater, 50% is found in the Pacific Ocean.



The oceans are very expansive and deep.  The average depth of the earth's oceans is 3800m.  

The ocean's greatest depth is about 12km in the Marianas Trench, near the island of Guam in 

the Pacific Ocean.  At this depth, the water pressure is the same as the weight of 50 jumbo 

jets.  If there were no mountains or valleys, the earth would be covered by 2000 metres of 

water.
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