Background to the Ocean

The earth is often called “the water planet” because about 71% of the earth’s surface is water.  Water is three times more common than all of the other substances on earth combined.

About 97% of all water on earth is salt water.  About 50% of this seawater is found in the Pacific Ocean.  If the whole world were to be smoothed out, it would be covered to a depth of 200 metres.  The bottom of the Marianas Trench has a pressure supporting the equivalent of 50 Jumbo jets.

The great ocean currents redistribute the sun’s heat on earth.  This cools the tropics and heats the polar regions.  The mighty Gulf Stream affects the climate of Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, Sweden) even though its origin is thousands of kilometres away.  The interaction of the sun, moon, and the earth, produce the daily rhythm of the tides.  Special places like the Bay of Fundy have giant tides.

The ocean serves as the world’s superhighway and ports like Halifax, and Sydney are the gateways linking entire continents to the rest of the world.

Historically, the ocean has been important as a source of fish and other marine animals.  The ocean has tremendous mineral resources and will become more valuable as technology advances.  Eco-tourism, whale watching, scuba diving are becoming very good businesses.

Aquaculture has been involved in many parts of the world.
