Topic: The Atlantic Ocean

Answers to Handout Questions

Introduction

1. The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean.

2. The Atlantic Ocean covers more that 41 million square miles.

3. The Atlantic is separated in the north from the Pacific by the Bering Strait.

4. The major division between the North and South Atlantic is the equator.

Bottom Topography

1. The principle feature of the bottom topography of the Atlantic Ocean is the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, which extends from Iceland to Cape Horn.

2. The depth of water over this ridge is generally more than 1500 fathoms. (2743 metres)

3. The four largest basins of the North Atlantic are: North American, Guiana, Canaries, and Cape Verde.

4. The highest salinity of the Atlantic Ocean is found at the eastern end of the European Mediterranean Sea.

5. The direction of water circulation in the North Atlantic is clockwise.

6. The direction of water circulation in the South Atlantic is counter-clockwise.

7. The Gulf Stream system is made up of the Florida Current, Gulf Stream, and North Atlantic Current.

8. About 50 million cubic metres of water per second are carried by the Gulf Stream.

