Aquaculture

Aquaculture is the farming of plants and animals in fresh or marine water.  It is often referred to as “fish farming”.  Nova Scotia companies export about $700 million in seafood products worldwide.  Aquaculture is important for spin-off benefits, providing employment in boat building, engine repair and maintenance, net mending, marketing, and so on.   

There are currently 369 licensed sites in Nova Scotia.  Aquaculture is taking place in the Bras d’Or lakes for oysters, mussels, and Atlantic salmon.  Coastal areas off Cape Breton produce blue mussels, sea scallops, and steelhead salmon.  There is potential for sea urchins, Atlantic halibut, flatfish, haddock, and sea plants.

Traditional fishing is worth more than $1 billion in Nova Scotia.  Most fishing areas have wharves, slipways, gear sheds, and other fishing infrastructures.

Over-fishing is fast becoming a point of concern.  Whaling is still taking place today.  The hides of sea otters, seals and polar bears are still held in high esteem by man.  Diving for pearls and sponges have increased as industrial and commercial uses for these have increased.  Various commodities, such as, salt, magnesium, gypsum, and potassium are mined.  

The ocean continues to be important as a source of moisture for crops on land.  In some areas, salt water is being converted to fresh water for drinking and irrigation purposes.

