Summary Points

The world ocean is a large interconnected body of seawater separated by continents into several ocean basins and marginal seas. The sizes and shapes of the ocean basins as well as their seawater contents are continually changing, consequences of a long history of geological vulcanism, seafloor spreading and 

plate tectonics, and extensive continental glaciation.

The unusual characteristics of water itself determine most of the basic properties of seawater. The asymmetrical shape of a water molecule creates an electrical charge separation that initiates hydrogen bonding interactions with adjacent water molecules. Hydrogen bonding, in turn, affects water's basic properties, including viscosity, surface tension, heat capacity, solvent capability, density temperature relationships, and its stability as a liquid.

Seawater contains a variety of dissolved salts, gases, and other substances. These dissolved substances affect the density of seawater, its osmotic properties, buffering capacity, and other biologically significant features. 
This water is constantly in motion, mixed and moved by winds, waves, tides, currents, sinking water masses, and upwelling. 

Energy from the Sun divides most of the world ocean into a two-layered system, with a shallow, well mixed warm sunlit layer overlaying a much deeper, cold, dark, high pressure layer of slowly moving water below. 

The marine environment can be separated into two broad units, the benthic and pelagic divisions. These in turn may be subdivided into smaller, more convenient categories based on water depth, light availability, and tidal exposure.

