




Storms

The term “storm” is used loosely to describe a weather system or event, which produces strong winds, high waves or heavy precipitation.  There are a variety of storms, which affect Atlantic Canada.

There are four basic types of storm:

1) Frontal Storms are low-pressure centers, which draw their energy from the ongoing battle between warm and cold air masses. 

2) Thunderstorms are often single “cells” of overturning air moving independently through the atmosphere.

3) Cold Outbreaks and Polar Lows, which draw their energy from cold air.

4) Tropical Storms and Hurricanes, which draw their energy from warm ocean waters.

Fronts are boundaries between different air masses.

Cold Fronts arise if the cold air at the front is advancing.

Warm Fronts arise if the cold air at the front is retreating.

