The Treasure of the Chameau 


On September 22, 1965, Alex Storm and his diving partner stared at each other in disbelief. Deep underwater, their hands were full of silver coins. Below them, in a crevice, lay heaps and layers of silver coins over top of the unmistakable glint of gold. 

They had found the legendary treasure ship Le Chameau, lost for a century and a half. The Chameau was a navy transport ship - large, fast and , with 44 cannons, heavily armed. Able to sail without escort, she was the pride of the French transport service. In July of 1725, the Chameau left France for Quebec with a precious cargo; dozens of military and political VIPs and a fortune in gold and silver. 

She was never seen again. 

On October 12, reports of wreckage at Kelpy Cove, just south of Louisbourg, brought officals out to make a gruesome discovery. The entire length of the cove was strewn with bodies. Wreckage, including a carved camel (the Chameau's namesake and figurehead), littered the coast for miles. All of the 316 people aboard had perished. 

Salvage work began almost at once, directed by Pierre Morpain, a famous French privateer, but the treasure eluded them. With only grease on their skin and rations of chocolate to protect them from the cold, they couldn't locate the main portion of the wreckage. 

For years afterwards, legends of the treasure lingered: glimpses of silver and gold in crevices and tales of lobster fisherman pulling up a few handfuls of coins. 

In 1961, a discovery of cannons scattered on the sea bottom alerted Alex Storm, a diver working part-time on a fishing trawler from Louisbourg. Braving the dangerous tides and freezing waters at Kelpy Cove, Storm carefully mapped the wreckage of the Chameau to locate the treasure compartment. 

Storm's discovery triggered a rising interest in the wealth of shipwrecks off Nova Scotia's waters and brought legislation to protect them. Today a steadily increasing number of divers flock to Nova Scotia, although most are seeking adventure, not treasure. 

