Animal Life in Shallow Water

The ocean is a vast storehouse of animal life.  The surface waters are teeming with zooplankton.  These include copepods and the larvae of shrimp, snails, worms and various fish.  This rich supply of plankton serves as food for a variety of sea creatures.  
Various fish feed on plankton and they, in turn, are preyed upon by larger animals, such as: barracuda and sea turtles in southern waters.  Another fish eater is the sea anemone.  These have finger-like tentacles, which seize and paralyze the fish.  The jellyfish also has stinging tentacles.  The large Portuguese Man-of-War is a serious danger to swimmers.

Starfish have five to ten arms.  Each has many small tube feet that move the creature over the ocean bottom in search of its food clams and oysters.  
The sea is also home to crabs, lobster and shrimp.

