Animals of the Rocky Shore
Blue mussel:  They have bluish-black shells and attach themselves 

firmly to rocks with byssal threads secreted by a gland in the foot.  

They are filter feeders, catching microscopic food by straining water 

through their gills.

Northern sea star:  This animal has numerous rounded spines on the 

upper surface and four rows of tube feet below.  Light sensitive 

eyespots are located at the end of each arm.  They can regenerate 

up to four arms, if damaged or lost.   They pull open bivalve shells 

and evert their stomachs in order to digest the prey inside its own shell.

Brittle starfish:  These are found among sponges, rock crevices and 

holdfasts of seaweed.  They are secretive and quick.  Their movement 

is snakelike, but their arms are fragile and easily broken off.  

They feed on decaying material, worms and small crustaceans.

Green sea urchin:  These echinoderms have hard, spiny shells, which 

completely encase soft bodies.  Their tube feet extend through 

openings in the shell plate and can be used for movement or attachment.  

The beaklike mouth is on the outside and is used for scraping algae off rocks.

Wolf eel:  These eel-like fish are yellowish, red-brown or olive 

in colour.  They are vertebrates that hide under rocks and mats of rockweed.  

They eat shellfish, shrimp, and worms.  They provide food for cod, Pollock, 

and seabirds.

