Plate Movement by Convection Flow

The theory of plate tectonics states that the Earth’s outermost layer is fragmented into a dozen or more, large and small plates that are moving relative to one another as they ride on top of hotter, more mobile material.

“The earth is a living mobile thing”.  Both the earth’s surface and its interior are in motion.  Below the earth’s lithospheric plates, at some depth, the mantle is partially molten and can flow slowly in response to steady forces for long periods of time.

Solid rock when subjected to heat and pressure in the earth’s interior over millions of years moves in a circular motion, somewhat like a pot of thick soup when heated to boiling.  This is convection flow.  The heat comes from radioactive decay and the residual heat of gravitational energy, left over from the formation of the earth.

