Plate Tectonics: Continental Drift Theory
Alfred Wegener was trained as a meteorologist to study weather.  

However, he was curious and made many observations.  From his 

study of maps, he came to the conclusion that the continents 

were like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.  For example, if Africa 

were to be pushed over to South America, the edges of the 

continents would fit together.  He called this land mass 

Pangaea.  He thought that it had broken up hundreds of millions 

of years ago and the broken pieces had drifted apart, forming 

the continents.

This idea was suggested in 1912, based on fossil evidence.  

Remains of a particular kind of dinosaur were found in only 

two parts of the world... in eastern South America and western 

Africa.  This suggested that the areas must have been one location.

He was wounded during World War 1 and wrote a book explaining 

his ideas, while recovering.  

However, he died in Greenland without having his ideas accepted.

Questions based on the handout:

1.  Who was Alfred Wegener?

2.  When did he develop his theory?

3.  What was his proof?

4.  How did he die?

5.  What was his theory called?

6.  What is the current belief of scientists?

7.  What is the evidence for this idea?

8.  What happens as the ocean floor is formed?

9.  What does the word "tectonics" mean?

10. What is the term given to the ancient land mass?

