Characteristics of Ocean Water
The total average mineral content (salinity) - of the major components in ocean water is approximately 3.4%.  The percent varies somewhat, being higher in the subtropical areas of the world and lower in the polar regions.  

Common salt - NaCl (sodium chloride) - comprises the greatest percent of mineral matter of ocean waters.  
Other salts found are:

Magnesium chloride (poisonous)

Sodium chloride

Sodium sulphate

Calcium chloride

The water molecule is an unusual molecule:

- Water is the only substance that exists as a solid, liquid, or gas at 
  the earth's surface.
- The solid phase is less dense than the liquid phase, so ice floats.
- The heat capacity for water is high.

