Ecosystem
In an ecosystem, energy is in the form, primarily of sunlight.  

This energy is utilized by green plants to form energy-rich 

compounds by photosynthesis.  Dissolved nutrients in the soil 

and water allow the rapid growth of plants in certain seasons.  

Primary production is the original production of living material 

from nonliving material.  This level is a good indication for 

the total productive capability of the environment.

Herbivorous animals consume plants directly.  Organic debris, 

originating from plant and animal life processes, is consumed 

by scavengers and decomposers.  Various forms of carnivores 

feed upon herbivores and scavengers, and are at the top of 

the food chain.

Primary producers in ponds are algae.  The principle herbivores 

are tadpole, insects and microscopic animals.  Predaceous diving 

beetles, dragonfly nymphs, giant water bugs, frogs, salamanders, 

and garter snakes; are among the carnivores, which feed on herbivores.  

Many insect larvae and microorganisms are scavengers.  Fungi and 

bacteria are decomposers.

Define the following: 

scavenger

decomposer

herbivore

carnivore

primary consumer

food chain

