Classification
Classification is a method for separating a large group of closely related organisms into smaller groups.  A classification key makes identification easy, by listing specific characteristics, such as structure, form, and behavior in such a way that the identification can be made.

Scientific classification is based on similarity of structure.  Notice  

that of all the animals with backbones, fish are the most difficult to identify.  

About 30 000 different species of fish exist.  Some are given common names, that are useful only in a particular location.  Common names are often confusing and misleading.

Kingdom:     
Animalia

Subkingdom: 
Vertebrata

Phylum: 

Chordata

Class: 
Agnatha ...no jaws...lampreys, hagfish
            
Chondrichthyes... cartilage skeleton...skates, rays, sharks

             Osteichthyes... bony fish

             Mammalia...whales, dolphins, porpoises, seals

